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SUBJECT: SIMONSTOWN AGREEMENT TERMINATED 

1. IN KEEPING WITH ITS ELECTION PLATFORM AND THE LABOR 
PARTY MANIFESTO, THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED ON 16 JUNE THE 
TERMINATION OF THE 1955 SIMONSTOWN AGREEMENT. THE AGREE- 
MENT WHICH EMBODIED THE PRINCIPLES OF NAVAL COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE UK AND SOUTH AFRICA HAD BEEN IN OPERATION 
SINCE 1955 AND WAS BROUGHT TO A CLOSE JUST SHORT OF ITS 
TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY. FROM NOW ON JOINT TRAINING EX- 
ERCISES BETWEEN THE ROYAL NAVY AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN NAVY 
WILL CEASE AS WILL THE REGULAR USE BY THE ROYAL NAVY OF 
THE EXTENSIVE SIMONSTOWN BASE FACILITIES. 

2. THE END OF THIS AGREEMENT, WHICH HAD BEEN THE CAUSE 
OF POLITICAL EMBARRASSMENT TO SUCCESSIVE LABOR GOVERN- 
MENTS, WILL EVOKE SOME REGRET IN THE ROYAL NAVY- 
BRINGING TO AN END AS IT DOES A 169-YEAR NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
WITH SIMONSTOWN-AND IT WILL CAUSE RELIEF AND SOME RE- 
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NOSTALGIC LAMENTATION ON THE RIGHT. IN ANY EVENT, THE 
LABOR GOVERNMENT HAS OPENLY EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE 
MILITARY VALUE OF SIMONSTOWN IS NO LONGER WORTH THE 
POLITICAL EMBARRASSMENT THE AGREEMENT CAUSED TO THE LEFT. 
CERTAINLY, THE REOPENING OF THE SUEZ CANAL AND THE RE- 
DUCTION OF THE ROYAL NAVY'S INDIAN OCEAN COMMITMENTS 
DIMINISH SIMONSTOWN'S IMPORTANCE TO THE BRITISH. 

3. THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE CLOSURE OF SIMONSTOWN, AN- 
NOUNCED THROUGH THE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS BETWEEN MODS 
MASON AND BOTHA AND BETWEEN UK AMBASSADOR BOTTOMLEY AND 
SOUTH AFRICA SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOURIE, MEANS 
THAT THE POST OF SENIOR BRITISH NAVAL OFFICER, SOUTH 

AFRICA, WILL LAPSE AND ACCORDING TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE, 

BRITISH WARSHIPS WILL ONLY CONTINUE TO CALL OCCASIONALLY 
AT SIMONSTOWN QUOTE ON A CUSTOMER BASIS WHEN IT IS 
OPERATIONALLY NECESSARY TO DO SO END QUOTE. 

4. THE CLOSURE ANNOUNCEMENT HAS NOT GENERATED ANY HEATED 
POLITICAL OUTBURSTS, AND IN THE PUBLIC MEDIA IT HAS 

BEEN TREATED QUIETLY AND STRAIGHTFORWARDLY. 

RICHARDSON 
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